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The Joint Chiefs of Staff have concluded in their stu dy of the re- 
sumption of high altitude flights In the Berlin corridors/that the technical 
stipulations laid down by you at Geneva have been or can be met. They have 
determined that the flights can be conducted on a routine schedule, and can 
be justified on both economic and logistic grounds* They have recommended 
to the Secretary of Defense that he seek the President's approval to early , 
resumption of the flights* .i 

(Tab 0) ;i 

In his letter to the President, /Secretary McKLroy points out that the^ 
paramount issue is still one of policy rather than economic desirability* 
He nojtes the possibility that Chairman Khrushchev, during discussions on 
Berlin, may tef er to the matter or that the opportunity will arise when 
the President may wish to speak to the right of the Western Powers to fly 
to Berlin at altitudes above 10,000 feet* 






In view of his conduct throughout the US tour thus far It appears 
highly unlikely that Khrushchev would raise this particular question himself 
or that he would be prepared to concede his position should the President 
introduce the subject. It is the Western position that we have the un- 
restricted right to fly at whatever altitude we choose in the Berlin corri- 
dors and that these flights would be purely routine* As a corollary, Soviet 
officials should presumably not be afforded an unnecessary opportunity to 
discuss the matter or to oppose our views* 

On balance, it would appear preferable to avoid raising the issue at 
the Khrushchev level at this time* However, If in your judgment and that 
of the President, the conversations on Berlin take an unexpectedly favorable 
turn, it may nevertheless appear desirable to mention our intention to ^^ 
resume high altitude flights as a routine consequence of technological deS3 
■T el c p m s nts in the aviation field of which Khrushchev is aware through his-** 



KHym experience of flight *C1& Ja^ aircraft ^ 
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the President decides in favor of resuming the flights they should 
probably not actually commence until after the British elections scheduled 



for October 8* 
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for October 8 in order zo avoid the danger of their becoming a Campaign 
issue in Great Britain. If flights are resumed and it is decided that any- 
thing more than the routine notice to the Soviet controller in the Eerlin 
Air Safety Center (BASC) is desirable, notice should be given the Soviet 
Foreign Ministry by Bnbassy Moscow at the same time we inform the British, 
French and German Governments 



(Tab A ) 

R 9gPBnrandatlpn: That you sign the attached memorandum/ to the President 
forwarding Secretary McElroy's letter which recommends that should the oppor- 
tunity arise the President discuss with Khrushchev Western rights to fly to 
Berlin at altitudes above 10,000 feet. The memorandum does not oppose re- 
sumption of flights at an appropriate time but recommends against raising 
the-«ubject with Khrushchev unless the Camp David talks take an unexpectedly 
favorable turn. J 
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GHE - Mr. Lampaon ^4>.| 

GBR - Mr. Vigderman flj*» 

GKR - Mr. HillenbrandWO 

SOV - Mr. Davis (f™ 1 ■ 

BNA - Mr. Swihart 

Vfi - Mr. Brogan 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Executive Secretariat 

September 21, 1959 

iTJxt - Mr. Wlnship 

High Altitude Flights 

Attached is a letter of September 19 to 
the Secretary from Secretary of Defense McELrcy 
enclosing a letter to the President on high 
altitude flights in Berlin* Please prepare 
urgently your reconinendations to the Secretary 
on Mr. McElroy's proposal and have them in 
S/S by close of business on Tuesday, September 
22. 



CD 



Robert W. Duemling 
S/S-RO 
Ext. 5130 



Attachment: 



Letter dated September 19, 1959 
from Secretary McKLroy. 

00 s S/P - Mr. Savage 
G - Mr, Long 
C - Mr, Kirk 
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